
 

WS Summer Internship 2018 

“My time as a summer intern at the WS Society was extremely valuable and enjoyable. I was given a real 
insight into the Scottish legal profession as a whole - something no other internship can do. The focus on group 
work, research and presentation proved to be excellent preparation for a legal traineeship. I would highly 
recommend this unique and rewarding experience.” – Hilary Sharkey, Trainee Solicitor, Turcan Connell 
(WS Intern 2016) 

The WS Society is now welcoming applications from law students and graduates who would like to 
participate in the WS Summer Internship 2018 programme. An internship with a difference, now in 
its ninth year, the WS Internship is an incomparable opportunity to gain practical experience with an 
organisation whose name is instantly recognisable throughout the legal fraternity in Scotland and the 
rest of the UK. 

“My internship with the WS Society provided a unique opportunity to practice my research and public 
speaking skills as well as to meet some of Edinburgh's leading lawyers. Throughout the two weeks I was 
reminded that there is something special about being a solicitor and that the law can be used as a tool to do a 
great deal of good. I look forward to a lifelong relationship with this extraordinary Society” – Jessica Eaton, 
2nd Year Graduate LLB student, 2019 CMS Trainee (WS Intern 2017) 

The WS Internship programme offers a unique opportunity to participants to raise their profile and 
sharpen their research and presentation skills in preparation for the world of legal work.  The 
internship programme is tailored each year to cover contemporary legal issues and will include an 
assigned, team-based research project, working towards a presentation to external delegates and the 
production of a report for publication. 

WS Interns will join the Society’s legal team, headed up by a Director with ten years’ experience in 
commercial practice and the Society’s Research Principal. WS Interns will assist the legal team 
primarily in their delivery to clients of research and information services and also have the 
opportunity to interact with an extensive network of solicitor members from all areas of the 
profession on a daily basis. 

“I thoroughly recommend the internship with the WS Society. Anyone keen on developing teamwork and 
presentation skills - which can lack coverage on the LLB - whilst also meeting great fellow interns and WS 
Society staff, would be well advised to apply." - Kieran Buxton, DPLP Student, 2018 Davidson Chalmers 
LLP Trainee (WS Intern 2017)      

Having the resources of the Signet Library at their fingertips, WS Interns can familiarise themselves 
with the texts and materials which will be fundamental to any career in law, while at the same time 
being able to experience over 500 years of legal history. 

“My internship with the WS Society was such a great experience. I took a great deal away from it. It helped my 
research skills and actually led to me finding a dissertation topic, however, the best thing about my internship 
was how much fun it was.” – Emma Miller, DPLP Student (WS Intern 2016) 

The WS Internship would be mostly suited to 3rd and 4th year students from the four year LLB 
undergraduate degree, 2nd year students from the accelerated LLB degree and Diploma students. The 
WS Summer Internship programme will take place in three blocks of two weeks on the following 
dates: 2 - 13 July, 23 July – 3 August, 13 - 24 August 2018. If you would like to apply, we encourage 
you to send by Friday 27 April a CV and covering letter, together with a note of your preferred dates, 
by email or post to: 

Ian Laing 
The WS Society 
The Signet Library 
Parliament Square 
Edinburgh, EH1 1RF 
Email: ilaing@wssociety.co.uk  Tel: 0131 220 3249 


